Instead of the expected fivefold coordinated gold(III) the reaction yielded square planar trihalogeno(3,3'-trimethylene-2,2'-biquinolino-K/V)gold(III)complexes. Bond lengths Au-Nl, Au-CI 1, Au-C12, Au-C13 are 205.9 pm, 227.2 pm, 228.7 pm, 228.2 pm, respectively, and Au-Nl, Au-Brl, Au-Br2, Au-Br3 are 207.1 pm, 239.8 pm, 243.1 pm, 242.6 pm, respectively. The trans effect is more pronounced in the bromide. The plane of the κ/V-bonded chinoline fragment is almost perpendicular to that of AUX3N. The twist angle around C10-C11 is about 35°. The chloroform solvent molecules are placed in cavities without any interactions to Au. The trimethylene bridge between the two aromatic fragments gives rise to remarkable differences in the C-C bond lengths (131 pm to 142 pm). The C-Ν bonds are not affected by the Au-Ν interaction. In the crystal the CHcl3 molecule is slightly disordered. Hence the corresponding Η atoms could not be localized. 
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